¢

" .
» . .o £

DOCUMENT RESUME - -

. . P
ED 228 571 ' ’ - CG 016 597
" "', AUTHOR o Montemayor, Raymond s - \
- . TITLE - Arqguments with Parents and Parent-Peer Involvement
" , ‘during Adolescence. '’
'.  PUB DATE . Aug 82 o Lo ;
. 8p.; Paper presented at the Annual Convention of the

NOTE

. .American.Psychological Association (90th, Washington,
‘ . DC, August 23-27, 1982). ) ‘ S
PUB TYPE Reports - Research/Technical (143) --

. . Speeches/Conference Papers (150) . ,
EDRS PRICE MF01/PCO1 Plus Postage. - :
DESCRIPTORS:  *Adolescents; Conflict!'Family Life; Interaction;
g v xparent Child Relationship; *Peer Relationship;

- ¢ - Research Méthodology;'Secondarx Education; Sex
pifferences; *Social DevelopmerM; Stress Variables

IDENTIFIERS Time Studies

‘ABSTRACT : . -
K 3 The validity of adolescents’' responses to questions"
about the quality of:their relationships with parents and peers is
often limited by memory distortioms, Stereotypic response tendencies,
and social desirability. In order to obtain mere detailed reports )
" gbout their behavior than is possible using questionnaires, and to
investigate the relationship between pageﬁt.and peer involvement and
. the association between conflict with parents and peer orientation, a '
’ time -use methodology was developed. Reports on timé use and parent .

. conflict over a 3-day'period were obtained from 64 adolescents
‘through telephone interviews. Free time, task time,.and measures of
conflict were assessed. Data ‘analyses showed that adolescents spent

' . .- equal amounts of time with parents and peers, but engaged. in :
different types of activities with these two groups, i.e., work and

. task activities with parents and play.and recreation with peers, Time
spent with parents was negatively correlated with peer time for

"‘females and with time spent-alone for males. Adqolescents who had

disagreeable relations with their mothers spent much of their time:

with. their fathers, not with peets. The sex differences revealed .
support the idea that males and females follow very different s
~ developmental pathways' in separating from their parents. : ) .
. (Author/Jac)  , - - . . PR S ’ T
: : e | . N
G . . » BN 4 o . ’

'.. . . . /"'

. [N e

r*****é**?*********%****************#*** “*****r***********t************.
" Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can.be made’ %

Tx : , .  from the original ddcument. - *
= ******************************************k****************************




\ ) ¢ V é. I
] L4 Ivo» ~ ﬁ. R
\ * R N . ’ . N
L . ! \ :
- N t v . - ) o . o
. \ g ] B ) .
. . N 3 v N
¥ N . > } . ’
- s A ¢ \
- \ .
.a"-‘. * :‘ ' ’ ; R , ]
.o [\' . 1 B \
Ta o ) '
.x KN A , x . \
N . . . o. '
(] ‘ ' . .
L) . .
’ ’ o - -
' . . T N - T :
Arguments With Parents and Pargnt-Peer Involvement During Adolescence
! - L )
\ . . qnd Montemayor oot
* Un1vers1t of Utah
\ v s ) ¢ ] . 9
. , . ] )
s 7 . .
. .- U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ' . ve R
° NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUqATION R / ! "PERM'SS}ON T0 REPRODUCE THIS . Q
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION .
CENTER (ERIC) . MATERIAL'HAS BEEN GRANTED BY
, X‘I’hs document _has been reproduced as . ] - . 4 Lo
recerved from lhu person or ovgamzamn ‘. . N
. < ongmnating it : . '
. Minor changes have Geen made to,improve,
reproduction quakity ¢ N
‘ P o et ot NIE . ‘ TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
ST Soaon of oIy - /- INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)." -
NG - ‘ i °
e ) _ ' ' : - -
5; Paper presented at_the annual meeting of the American Psychelogical Asso¢iation,
et S . ’ ’ o
o Rugust 1982, wash1ngton, D, C.
.
rxs Requests ‘for repr1nts should be sent to Dr. Raymond. Montemayor, Department of
R Fanily and Consumer Studies, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah ga112.
P 4 . o . . .
L) oo ' . ’




b 2 B3
.

1L3

' over a three-day period were obta1ned from 64 ado1escents through te1ephone ",

' act1v1t1es with those two groups - work and task,act1v1t1es w1th parents and - -

play and recreatTon with peers; second, t1me spent w1th parents was, negaravely
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Arguments With, Parents

T mbstract o :
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The purpose of this study was to investigate the're]ationship between parent

RIS

and ‘peer 1nvo1vement dur1ng ado]escence vand the assoc1at1on bef%een conflict

hd -

>

with parents and a peer orwentat1on. Reports of time use and parenta] conf11ct

{

interviews. Three f1nd1ngs were uncovered: f1nst ado]escentsrspent equal

amounts of time with parents and peers, but engaged in very different types of

\

.
4 - > 1

corre1ated w1th peer time for females and time spent alone for ma]es, and

th1rd, ado]escents who had disagreeable relations w1th thair mothers spent, much

+of their time with their fathers and not wyth peers. ;
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Arguments wtth:Parents and Parent-Peer Involvement Durino Adolescence

Few studies have d1rect1y examined the associat1on between peer 1nvo1ve-~
) T AN
ment dur1ng adolescence and the quality of the parenta1 re1at1onsh1p, and most

" of those that do ex1st have employed a qoestionna1re methodology. Unfortunate]y, .
the validity of ado1escents' responses to questions about the general quality
of the parent-ado]escent relationship, ‘average amount of conflict with parents,

and overall preferences for parents and peers may be.severe1y'1imited hy dis-

4
) tortions of.memory,‘stereotypic response tendencies, and social desirabi1ity
.In the present study a time-use methodology was deve]oped for ado1escents
in order to obta1n more deta11ed reports about the1r everyday behavior than has . N
been- possible using guest1onna1res. These reports were used to examine the .
‘re1ationship between parent and peer~tnvo1vement3 and the association between: -
cont1ictshith parents and a peer‘orientation. _ . . | ::o

Method
A random ‘sample of 64 adolescents with an average age of 15.5 years took

part in the study (N = 30 males and 34 females). None were current1y in psycho-

therapy, and all Were white and from midd]e-c1ass,'intact fami]ies.
AEach ado1escent~was 1nterv1ewed over -the telephone on three randomly
, se]ected even1ngs during any day of the week at approx1mate1y one week 1nterva1s.’ ‘
Ado]escents were asked to recount the events of the preceding day from the t1me Ve
they woke up until the time they went to bed exc1ud1ng the time spent in school.
For each act1vity, ado1esoents 1nd1cated how 1ong they spent in that: activity

and with whom they interacted, 'if anyone.” In addition, ado]escents were asked

to describe any conflicts with their parents during that day

The fo]]owing var1ab1es were coded from the three da11y\records obtained

from each ado1escent ‘Free time included any recreat1ona1 act1vity»in which the '

adolescent was free to take part or not. Task time was defined as any non- paid

-
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work or ‘social commitment in which the adolescent had little choice about
participating.. ,The amount of free and task time was calculated fof each of the
following social situations: mother-adolescent, father absent; father-adeTescent,

. -

mother absent; mother father- adoTescent, peers- adoTescent and aTone . Three

measures of conflict were obtained from the adolescent narrat1ves . Frequency of

conflict episodes, intensity of conf11ct assessed with a 3- po1nt scaTe, and !

duration of conflict, based on the a901escents estimates in m1nutes of how 10ng
each conflict lasted. ‘ ‘ ‘

Ten pretest adoTescents were interviewed before the study began to assess
re11ab111ty. Interrater.agreement was 89% for “type of time and 98% for soc1a1

:sitnatfonav Each mother of the 10 pretestxad01escents was also interviewed and

Arguments With Parents
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- asked_to describe how she and her adolescent spent the previous day. The mother-

- hd

adolescent correTations for the amount of free t1me and task ‘time spent together

,were r = .78 and r_=~‘85, respegt1ve1y. v

Results, - - Y

-

.In order to examine the relationship between time spent with parents and .
.peers a new category of t1me with e1ther parent was constructed from the totaT
amount.of time spent with parents These ‘data were then used 1n.a 2 Sex of
. AdoTescent (male; femaTe) by 2 Type of, T1me (free, task) by 3 Social Situation
\-(parents, peers, alone) repeated measuves ANOVA wh1ch reveaTed a s1gnif1cant
Type of Time by SociaT Situation 1nteract1on, F(2 124) 36.53, p < 001
AdoTescents spent significantTy more free t1me with peers, 449 minutes, than

with parents, 248 m1nutes, or aTone 241 minutes In regard,to task time,

- - \

,adoTescents spent 362 mlnutes aTone 211 m1nutes w1th parents, and 75 minutes

- "'I‘t

with peers, a]l at which were s1gnif1cant1y d1fferent from each other. f\

L]

The correTation éoefficients for eight combidpt1ons of time u5e and social
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situation are given in Table 1 for ma1es and femaies separate1y Ln genera1

’

time spent with parents was 1nverse1y related to time spent alone for maies,x

and time spent with peers for females. : o

o v Insert - Tabie 1 about here
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A

" Males .reported 17 conflicts with their mothers and 11 with fathers, while.
“. ‘ . . 4 ‘ —_
females reported 34 conflicts with their mothers and 6 with fathers. A Chi

*

Square test performed on these data reveaied a significant difference;in the

S distribution of parent- adoiescent confiicts, X (1) 5, 18 p < .05. In general,

75.0% of conflicts were with mothers and 25.0%-w1th fathers. In particular, the

mother-adolescent dyad was more contentious than.anyd}ther reiatiqnship'as

revealed hy he' fact that'85.0% of all female conflicts were with 'their mothers., '

of conflicts. A 2 Sex ofiAdoiescent by 2 Parent ANOVA revealed a significant
Sex of Adolescent by Parent interaction for both duration, F(1 64) = 4.08,

p< 05., and inten51ty, F(ﬁ 64) = 5.92, p_< 05 Arguments between mothers

and daughters were more intense and 1onger‘than arguments between any other pair.s

Finally, in order to examine the reiationship between adoiescent time use
and conflicts With-parents, correlation coefficients were computed between‘eight.
combinatdons of time use and social situation and number of conflicts with
mothers and fathers. Oniy two' correiagns were significant -- number of con-

. flicts with mothers was pOSitiveiy correTated with father)son free time,

‘r (28) = 43, p < 05 and father- daughter task time, r(32) = .34, p < 05

) . o - Discussion -
N 3 ¢ . . °

ment with parents and peers during adoiescence are interreiated in a compiex

pattern that includes such'variaﬁies as’ the type of time, the amount of time’

"L This conclysion is further-strengthened by examining the duration and intensity .

’ #he results from this study indicate that‘confiict with parents and involve-

-~




¥ ado1escents spend alone, and the d1fferent re1at1onsh1ps that ad01
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nts have

with‘their mothers and fathers Based on the f1nd1ngs from th1s study three

.con tusions are Wﬁrranted.' F1rst adolescents are about equally 1nv01ved with
parents and peers;‘but'spendxyery dtfferent types of time with these two groups.
Time mith parents mainly centers around the comp1etton'of P variet§~of social

. and househoId tasks such as eat1ng, shopp1ng, and perf0rm1ng home chores, while
peer time is spent in enterta1nment, game playing, and ta1k1n;. Second the

€L£%;1d5 of parents and peers are in competition for_fema]es only, while males
bhoose between beino.with parents and Being alone. These sex differences.

‘*support the 1dea that males and females foIIow very d1fferent(deve10pmenta1
.pathways in. the process of separat1ng from their parents. | Females take time
away from parents to spend 1t in 1nteract1on with the1r peers as<yhey develop
'1nterpersona1 competence, whfﬂe males spend their time alone in pursuit of the

:'1ntrapersona1 goals of instrumental competence through hobb1es, sports, and
work. Third, adoIescents who have disagreeabIe relations with their mothers
spend much of their time with fathers and not with peers. Fathefs may’serve.
as a kind of emotional reserve who ado1escents seek out for companionship and

s -

support mainly when their re1ationship'with.their mother is stressful.

4

by

! .




-

Ce ' R o o ‘Arguments With Parents
Tablel | o \'“\3& (
v S | S
'Intércoryelqtions of Typé of T);mg Use and Socia'l' Sifuatior{ for Males and Females
Motherd Father Pebrs Alone
Frée ‘Task 'i-;ree - Task . Free Task - Fr;éé' ;Tas.k )
) Mother ' ‘ o | | ) ' .
. Free 5grer R -.37%  -.39% |
Task 5w | .
Father ™ S
Free- 67%* . N -.36*
Task - _ . 33* - u
Peers g ™~ - 0
C 7 Free  -.43w- 37 \
Task . -.33* \
Alone ‘ .
Free . -.36%
’ Task . . -3 ;
Note. forrelation coefficients above the diagonal .are for males,(N =30) - o
”ﬁbelqu.w}e.mé]es‘ (N = 34). Only correlation coefficient§ which are significant 3
-are r;epm‘nted here. | | )
* p<.05 . | -~ o )
" pe.0l U L - A o o
wopc.00l | . - BN |




